


[EXT 1

Material Compassion, lamentation & tears — are signs of
ignorance.

Compassion for the soul is self realization.
Madhusudhana — Kill the demon of misunderstanding.

Ocean — Man cannot be saved simply by rescuing the outer
dress

Arjuna a Ksatriya — This conduct was not acceptable for
him

Doubt — Bg. 4.40, 4.48, 6.39

Example: The mind is a big demon, just like Madhu. If it is
possible to kill the demon, then we can attain yoga. That the
paticular purpose of Madhusudhana, that you are the kill of

the demon Madhu. So if you can kill it then it is possible for
me to accept the yoga system.




[EXT 2[A]

Bhagavan Is the ultimate in the Absolute Truth
Three phases — SB. 1.2.11

Sunshine — Preliminary student : Brahman
Sun Surface — Further advanced : Paratma
Sun Planet — the highest : Bhagavan, Supreme
personality of Godhead

Sunshine, sun disc and inner affairs of the sun planet cannot
be separated and yet the students of these three phases are
not same category.

No living entity, including Brahma, Lord Siva and Narayan
posses opulence's as fully as Krsna (Exquisite beauty,
surrounded by loving devotees, flute, pastimes).

Supremacy of Krsna — Brahma Samhita and SB.




[EXT 2[B]

« Krsna is surprised of how these impurities have
come unto Arjuna

« Aryan — Applies to one who knows the values of life

 Arjuna — Deviating from prescribed duty — makes
him a non-Aryan

e Arjuna’s impurities will not lead him to Svargaloka

(asvargyam) and will cause him infamy (akirti-
karam)

« Krishna does not approve Arjuna’s compassion.



[EXT 3

“klaibyam” — impotence. Krishna immediately decries
Arjuna’s decision with this word.

By using this word Krishna slaps Arjuna, and
simultaneously reminds him of great heritage, by
addressing him as “partha”

Krishna wants to know how someone with high birth
act like a ksatra-bandhu (simply a member of a ksatriya
family).

Krsna did not want Ajuna to become an unworthy son
of a ksatriya

If Arjuna abandoned the battle, he would be committing
an infamous act.

Arjuna’s magnanimity was a weakness of heart and Krsna
did not approve of it.




[EXT 3

“ksudram” means low class and petty. Krishna directs
this insult to Arjuna to challenge him and stir his
ksatriya blood

Next verse, Arjuna tries to disprove Krishna’s analysis.



[EXT 4

« VCT: By addressing Krishna as Madhusudhana and
Arisudana, Arjuna calls attention to the fact that Krishna is
the killer of His enemies, not of His guru and grandfather.
Arjuna would prefer to offer flowers at the feet of Drona
and Bhisma, not arrows.

« But how would Arjuna maintain himself if he were to give
up his duty as a warrior and not fight?

 Superiors are not to even be offered a verbal fight

e \Would Krsna ever attack his own grandfather or his
teacher - Arguments



[EXT 5

e Ksatriya’s do not beg, they rule. Without
kingdom, they will have nothing to rule.

e Arjuna Is well aware this, but prefers the
embarrassment of begging to the sinful
reactions for killing his worshipable superiors.

e A teacher who engages in abominable action Is
fit to be abandoned.

e Bhisma and Drona accepted financial assistance
from Duryodhana and therefore obliged to fight
on his side

e Arjuna gives his fifth and final argument in the
next verse.



TEXTH6

Fifth reason given here - Indecision
Arjuna had complete control over mind and senses

Live by begging — sign of detachment

For Liberation

 Senses controlled

* Platform of Knowledge
« Devotion

Arjuna has all the above qualities.



TEXT 7

 Despite offering various reasons, Arjuna is still

confused, therefore he surrenders to a guru
(Krishna).

Importance of approaching a spiritual masterc

A person with a bonafide spiritual master Is supposed to
know everything

Arjuna offers himself as a disciple and wants to stop
friendly talks with Krsna — Talks between spiritual
master and disciple are serious



TEXT 7

» Because Arjuna has surrendered to Krishna, we
naturally expect Krishna to begin His instructions in
text 8. But He does’nt. He has not accepted Arjuna

as His student.
 When Arjuna says “I am perplexed, confused, I want

to surrender to you,”, BV gives Krishna’s reply as
follows: “You know sastra. Why not use your own
logic and reasoning?”’

« VCT says that Krishna replies “I’m your friend. I
not in the mood being your guru, so how can |
accept you as my disciple? Because you have a
respectful attitude toward VWasadev and others, why
not go them?”



TEXT 7

* Krishna’s initial response thus tests Arjuna’s
determination, and Arjuna further expresses his
desire to surrender to Krishna in the next verse.



[EXT 8

« Arjuna submitted many arguments, but was unable
to solve the real problem without the help of a guru.




[EXT 9
Drtarastra happy.

But Sanjya dissapointed him by using the word
‘parantapa’ — competent to kill many enemies.

Arjuna will be enlightened by Krsna and fight to the
end.

BV comments that Arjuna. By addressing Krishna as
Hrsikesa, the master of the senses, indicates:
“Because You are the master of my senses, You are
going to draw my intelligence into involvement with
fighting. And because You are the knower of the
Vedas You are going to make me understand that
this fight i1s my personal dharma



[EXT 10

* “Prahasan” literally means smiling.

 As friends — both were on same level.
 Arjuna decides to become the student , therefore Krsna
was smiling.

* Krishna’s smile changed to grave expression. His
friendly affection gives way to parental affection which
IS similar to relationship between guru and disciple .

 Krishna spoke with gravity in presence of both armies
and all benefited.

Talks on Bg. are meant for all — Friends or enemies are
equally entitled to hear them.



TEXT 11

Lord Krishna calls Arjuna a fool — immediate
chastisement.

A learned man knows difference between body &
soul.

Knowledge means to know both matter & spirit &
controller of both.

Knowledge of matter, soul & Supreme Is more
Important than religious principles (dharma and
raja-niti (statesmanship))



TEXT 12

» All on the battlefield are eternally individual beings
and the Lord is the maintainer.

e Their individuality existed in the past and will continue In
the future without interruption.

e Krishna does not say that in the future Arjuna and the kings
willbecome one with Him, nor does he say He was formless in
the past, that He has assumed a form now and in the future
he will again be formless. Rather he states His point clearly:
“ 1 was Krishna, I am Krishna and I always will be
Krishna.” The same applies to Arjuna

e Mayavadi explanation of Gita is most misleading
presentation of the Truth. Lord Caitanya has forbidden us to
read Mayavadi commentaries and warns that one who takes
to an understanding of Mayavadi philosophy loses all power
to understand the real mystery of the Gita.



TEXT 13
Bhisma & Drona were going to have spiritual or heavenly
bodies in the next life — either case, no cause for
lamentation.
Man who has perfect knowledge of nature of soul,
Supersoul & nature (both material & spiritual), is called
‘dhira’ — a truly sober person.

Example: Maharaj Yayati provides a graphic example. After
growing old, he traded his old age for his son’s youth. No
one lamented, to the contrary, they were happy. Same
should apply for Bhisma and Drona.

Analogy — Supersoul present in every body — When sky
reflected in water, sun, moon and stars are also reflected.
Sun & moon represent the Lord and stars compared to the
Individual living entities.

Arjuna not on same level as Krishna, otherwise instructing
the Gita to him would be useless



TEXT 13
* VCT comments — Scan p 28 (SUM)



TEXT 14

 EXecute duties in spite of inconveniences — Eqg.
Early morning bath, cook despite heat.

e Similarly a to fight is duty of kstatrya & he should
not refrain.

e One has to follow rules & regulations, to rise up to
platform of knowledge — Knowledge & devotion
liberate one from maya.



TEXT 15

Krsna mentions the first time a spiritual goal.
Tolerate happiness & distress — eligible for liberation.

Accepting the higher cause makes one eligible for
liberation — Arjuna’s cause for liberation was to fight.

By performing our prescribed duties (karma) we obtain
knowledge (jnana), which is a prerequisite for
liberation.



TEXT 16

Krishna again rebukes Arjuna. Seers of the truth
recognize the difference between the body and

soul. Indirectly, He tells Arjuna that despite his
previous scholarly words, he has not understood

USRS LRYifEs the truth by offering two

propositions:

1. nasato vidyate bhavo — material body and

Worlsustisrm el tRmpexReEnt refer to spirit and

majter.
Arjuna has not understood things as they are.

Lord teaches the Gita to remove ignorance of the
living entities.



TEXT 16

Krishna clarifies the truth by offering two
propositions:

1. nasato vidyate bhavo — material body and
situations are temporary.

2. nabhavo vidyate satah — Only things that are
sat, eternal, truly exist.



TEXT 1/

This verse refers to Krishna’s second point (nabhavo vidyate
satah) in text 16. Krishna here explains the body/soul duality.



TEXT 1/

What is the proof of the presence of the soul in the body?
Answer: Consiousness

Size of the soul — one tenth-thousandth part of the tip of the hair.
Soul dimension = (Tip of hair / 100) / 100

What is the difference between a living body and a dead body?

Answer: A living body has consciousness but a dead body does
not.

Dead body = living body - consciousness

Mundaka Upanisad — Soul floats in 5 kinds of air.

When soul is purified from contamination of 5 kinds of air then
Its spiritual influence is exhibited. Hatha Yoga system.

Where in the body is soul situated? Give Vedic evidence. How
much does medical science know about this?

Answers: Heart. Mundaka Upanisad gives evidence of this. See
purport, second last paragraph



TEXT 18

 Krishna explains His first point mentioned in text 16 (nasato
vidyate bhavo), In this verse.

 Soul cannot be killed, and material body will be destroyed

In the cause of time — So either way, there was no need for
lamentation.



TEXT 19

« VCT: The self is neither the subject of the act of killing nor its
object.

* He who thinks that the soul is the killer (that Arjuna killing
Bhisma and others) and he who thinks that the soul is killed

(that Bhisma and the others have been killed by Arjuna) ARE
BOTH IGNORANT

* NO ONE CAN TRULY KILL OR BE KILLED.

 Body is killed — does not encourage killing of the body

* Killing of the body without the authority Is punishable by law
of state and the Lord.

* This also does not encourage animal killing



[EXT 20

Six Phases of body

» Takes birth
Remains for some time
Grows
Produces byproducts,
Dwindles
* Vanishes

Soul doesn't undergo such changes — not born & doesn’t die

Soul doesn’t become old, therefore old man feels same spirit
as he did in his youth

Consciousness of soul Is different from the consciousness of
the Supreme. Supreme Consciousness — all knowledge
(past, present and future).

Two kinds of souls — anuatma (minute soul) and vibuatama
(Supersoul)



TEXT 21

 Krsna here offers Arjuna jnana, knowledge. With this
knowledge he can engage in warfare, yet incur no sinful

reaction.

Read purport Analogy of the justice of the peace: “Although
the justice of the peace...permitted”

Manu-samhita- A murderer should be condemned to death

so that In

his next life he will not have to suffer for the great

sin he has committed

Analogy — Surgical operation not meant to kill the patient
but to cure him.
BV — Arjuna might think: “Granting that the soul may not

die, still t
destroyec

ne bodies of Bhisma and others are going to be
In the battle. That Is wrong because it will

Improper

y deprive them of the happiness that they derive

from their bodies” — Krsna explains the fault of this logic in
the next verse.



TEXT 22

* Changing bodies 1s inevitable. Arjuna’s refusal to fight waill
not protect Bhisma, Drona or anyone else from having to
change bodies — Ajuna’s reasoning 1s once again defeated.

Soul iIs transferred to next body by grace of Supersoul.

Mundaka Upanisad — Comparison two birds — one Is eating
the fruit & other is watching (Krsna and Arjuna)

Forgetfullness of this relationship by the atomic soul is the
cause of one’s changing from one tree to the other - body

Svetasvatara Upanisad (4.7) - Analogy

One who lays his life on the sacrificial altar, or in the proper
battlefield, is at once cleansed of bodily reactions and
promoted to a higher status of life. So there was no cause
for Arjuna’s lamentation.



TEXT 23

e Arjuna’s had an arsenal of weapons BUT
— His sword cannot cut the soul
— His fire weapon cannot burn it
— His water weapon cannot inundate it
— His wind weapon cannot wither it

« Mayavadis cannot explain how the soul came into existence
— It 1s not possible to cut the souls from the original
Supreme Soul — Eternally fragmental parts



TEXT 24

Unbreakable => cannot be cut to pieces
Insoluble => cannot be moistened
Burned => fire cannot burn it

Dried => wind cannot dry it

« Sarva-gatah(“all pervading”’) — Living entities live on land,
water, in air, within the earth and even within fire.



TEXT 25

 Soul cannot be seen by a microscope
 Soul can be understood by sruti — Vedic Wisdom

* Analogy — No can deny the existence of his father based on
the Authority of his mother.

 Krsna now begins by offering a different argument to
convince Arjuna to take part in the battle. Verse 26 starts
with “atha ca”, “if however”, which Krsna will now begin
to discuss a new topic. VCT explains Krsna’s thinking: “I
have thus far explained things to you from the viewpoint of
sastra. Now | will explain them from the worldly point of
VIEW



TEXT 20

Krsna now argues on the basis of principles presented by
other philosophies — Buddhists and Atheists. Known as

vaibhasikas
Krsna thus checkmates Arjuna by considering all possible

angles

If all the soldiers were eternal souls, no one will die and
Arjuna should do his duty and fight.

If no soul exists and life is a result of chemical combination,
then still Arjuna should do his duty and fight.

Thus whether the soul exists or not, Arjuna should do his
duty and fight.

No one laments the loss of a certain bulk of chemicals and
stops discharging his prescribed duties.

Krsna s sarcasm — Call Arjuna Maha-bahu, because he at
least did not accept the theory of the vaibhasikas, which
leaves aside the Vedic wisdom. which Arjuna belonged to.




TEXT 27

 Arjuna should not be afraid at the death of his relatives
since he was discharging his proper duty.

« By avoiding the discharge of his proper duty, he would not
be able to stop the death of his relatives, and he would be
degraded due to his selection of the wrong path.



TEXT 28

Argument: The material elements remain unmanifest before
creation

From Suble state of non-manifestation comes manifestation
ETHER => AIR => FIRE => WATER => EARTH

From earth, many varieties of manifestations can take place
— eg. A skyscraper

* When dismantled the manifestation becomes again
umanifested and remains as atoms in the ultimate stage.

» Both ways, things are not lost.



TEXT 29

Amazing verse — Can be translated line by line, in three
different ways, according to VCT:

LINE 1: “some look on the soul as amazing” or “some
people who are amazing look on the soul” or “some look on
the soul, which 1s amazing”. (So either the people who see
the soul Is amazing; their amazing power to look and se
something spiritual iIs amazing, or the soul himself is
amazing)

LINE 2: “some describe the soul as amazing” or *“ some
people describe the amazing soul” or “some people describe
amazingly enough, the soul”.

LINE 3: “some hear of the soul as amazing” or “some hear
about the amazing soul” or amazing people hear about the
soul.”



TEXT 30

The Lord concludes the chapter of instruction on the
Immutable spirit soul

Though that soul I1s immortal, violence Is not encouraged.

But at the time of war it Is not discouraged where there Is
actual need for It.

That need must be justified in terms of the sanction of the
Lord and not capriciously.



TEXT 31 - YOGA LADDER



TEXT 31

By performing ones prescribed duty, one does not incur
sinful reaction.

In the battlefied a ksatriya, after death attains heavenly
planets

Brahmans who perform animal sacrifice also go to heaven.

Therefore Arjuna, will not suffer sinful reaction in fighting.

Refer to purport — last paragraph



TEXT 32

« The heavenly planets are the goal of those following the
karma-kanda process. Krsna tells Arjuna, who fears for his
relatives welfare, that he can send them to the heavenly
planets planets by defeating them in battle. Arjuna, too, will

gain everything by fighting. If he doesn’t fight, he will lose
all.

» Refer to purport — last paragraph



TEXT 33

Arjuna received form Lord Siva a weapon called “pasupata-
astra”™

Drona gave him a special weapon, which could Kkill even his
teacher.

By withdrawing from the battle, Arjuna would go to hell.

This verse specifically defeats Arjuna’s argument that he will
Incur sins by fighting. Rather, the opposite is true.



TEXT 34

We may question why a devotee like Arjuna should be
concerned about honor and dishonor. We should understand
that in this section of Bg., Krishna is not speaking to Arjuna
on the transcendental platform of devotional service.

Rather he addressing Arjuna’s ksatriya spirit.

The pain of a disgraced life will be more painful than death
for a warrior like Arjuna.

Refer to entire purport.



TEXT 35

 Refer to entire purport.



TEXT 36

* Arjuna’s compassion 1s defeated here.



TEXT 37

* Arjuna was saying that: “If I win , I’ll lose, and 1f I lose I’ll
also lose”

e But Krishna’s argument 1s “If you lose you win and 1f you
win, you win.”



TEXT 38[A]

Arjuna reasoned earlier that fighting the battle would cause
him to suffer prolonged sinful reactions, but here Krishna
explains that no sin will be incurred by one who executes his
duty In proper consciousness.

One engaged in devotional service is no longer obliged to
anyone. Quote verse : Bhagvatam 11.5.41

Texts 11-30 — Krishna presented jnana (Difference between
body & soul)

Texts 32-37 — Krishna encouraged Arjuna to fight based on
fruitive considerations (karma) to gain pleasure and to avoid
suffering.

Now Krishna instructs Arjuna to combine both jnana and
karma and to fight without material attachment. This called
nishkama-karma or buddhi-yoga




TEXT 38[B]

PERFOMANCE OF NISHKAMA-KARMA YOGA ON TWO LEVELS

LOWER LEVEL

HIGHER LEVEL

One who has simply jnana, that
he Is not this body, performs
detached work & receives no
reactions.

Possesses superior knowledge.
Knows his spiritual identity
beyond the body, and eternal
servant of Krishna

Doesn't offer fruits to Krishna

Offers the fruits of his work to
Krishna.

Free from reaction

Free from reaction

Possibility that he may reach
Brahman, if he desires.

Activities lead him to Krishna’s
lotus feet

* If he associates with
vaishnava’s, he may attain
Krishna’s service.




TEXT 38|C]

* Prabhpada’s purport brings us to the level of bhakti: “Lord
Krishna now directly...no reaction to material activities.”



TEXT 39

Sankhya-yoga — Analytical study of matter and spirit. To
practice either jnana or sankhya, one must renounce all
activities.

Krishna has consistently instructed Arjuna in another way.
He has told him to work in a renounced spirit, not to
renounce activity.

Verse 39 hints that analytical study, means renunciation of
activity, which if successfully performed, elevates one to
jnana. But Krishna does not recommend Arjuna to renounce
activities. He explains the benefit of action, and say that
action should be executed in knowledge, with the
understanding that one is not this body.

Krishna encourages Arjuna to listen attentively on how to
become free from sinful reactions. Refer to purport : “Arjuna
has already...ever-blissful kingdom of God.”



TEXT 40

Greatest fear — taking a lower birth and trapped in ‘samsara’
— cycle of birth and death.

No loss at any stage. Compared to material plane — any work
not completed becomes a failure

Example of Ajamila — some percentage — End 100%
Quote Bhagavatam 1.5.17



TEXT 41

Copy from LAPTOP — Bhurijan Surrender unto Me pg. 40
What Is the definition of Faith?

UNFLINCHING TRUST IN SOMETHING SUBLIME
Resolute purpose is based on knowledge

One who is not firmly fixed in mind is diverted by various
types of fruitive acts (MANY BRANCHED)



TEXT 42-43

For the first time, Krishna mentions the Vedas.

Vedas — 100000 lakhs of verses of which 96000 deal with
karma-kanda and 4000 are the Upanishads

He tell Arjuna to give up the karma-kanda mentality, or the
Idea of using the Vedas for sense-gratification

It should be noted that previously Krishna encouraged Arjung
to fight so that achieve the heavenly planets.

Now Krishna is speaking on a higher level (buddhi-yoga)
and condemns it.



TEXT 44

« Karma-kandi’s cannot fix their mind onto the Supreme.

 Attachment to sense enjoyment and opulence means a lack of

knowledge. And a lack of knowledge is the definition of
bewilderment

» Use Vedas as an excuse to avoid the Vedic purpose:
Surrender to the Supreme.

« Krishna next explains how to overcome this
karma-kandi mentality



TEXT 45

Arjuna previously reasoned that destroying the family
traditions would end the performance of karma-kanda rituals.

Krishna now defeats that argument by telling Arjuna to rise
above those rituals which are contaminated by the modes of
material nature.

Purport : Prabhupada’s comments on Krishna’s first mention
of the three modes : “As long as...the good will of Krishna.”

Krishna concludes His argument in the next verse (46).



TEXT 46

Self realization means understanding Krishna and one’s
eternal relationship with Him. Refer to \Verse quoted

SB. 3.33.7

It Is not possible for the common man in this age to follow al
the rules and regulations of the Vedic rituals, nor Is it possible
to study all the Vedanta and Upanishads thoroughly.

In the age of Kali most of the population is foolish.

The best purpose of Vedanta is served by inoffensively
chanting the holy name of the Lord.

In an indirect way Krishna indicates that the goal of
liberation i1s a much higher goal and the pleasure you get
from liberation or Krishna Consciousness is much higher
than the pleasure you get from Karma-kanda practices
(“small wells™)



TEXT 47

* Three considerations:
— Prescribed duties — In terms of Varnashrama in terms of eligibility

— Capricious work — Without sanction of authority
— Inaction — Not performing prescribed duties

 |f one Is attached to the work, he has to enjoy or suffer the
result.

 Srila Prabhupada describes the proper approach to work in
the purport - Refer to last paragraph of purport



TEXT 438

Krishna explains the proper consciousness in which to work
In this verse.

Gain or victory are Krishna’s concern. Arjuna 1s advised to
act under the dictation of Krishna.

When one works and 1s unattached to the fruits then he iIs
performing Karma-yoga.

Detachment Is then perfected when one offers the fruits to
Krishna.

Krishna tells Arjuna not to renounce work, but to renounce
the fruits of the work.




TEXT 49

What fruits does one attain who tries to enjoy the results of
his work? ONLY BIRTH & DEATH

Krishna glorifies Buddhi-yoga (devotional service)
“Saranam” — This gives a hint of bhakti — refer to 2.72

Krishna gives a hint that the goal of yoga he is
recommending Is personal. One can only really surrender to
a person, not to Paramatma or Brahman

When on becomes perfect in the material world, while
within this body one will be relating with Krishna, not
exactly with the Supersoul. The Supersoul is the functional
feature of the Lord who simply organizes the material
realm. No one has an eternal relationship with the
Supersoul. Supersoul stays here. Example in C.C. of the
fair.

Misers are those you do not employ their human energy in
the service of the Lord.




TEXT 50

The art of work iIs to act in such a way that we become
free from both good and bad reaction

Arjuna fears sinful reaction, but dutiful detached work iIn
knowledge, will protect him.

Jnanis desire to become free of reactions via renuciation.
Same effect more easily achieved by acting with detachment

Example: Mercury Is poisonous but in the hands of an
Aryuvedic doctor, mercury becomes a powerful medicine.

Prabhupada translates “buddhi yoga™ as devotional service.
Pastime.



TEXT 51

One who thinks himself the Lord, is in darkness and unable
to engage In devotional serivice.

But one who, understanding that his position Is to serve,
trasnfers himselfto the service of the Lord, at once becomes
eligible for Vaitkunthaloka.

Service for the cause of the Lord is called Karma-yoga or
Buddhi-yoga — In plain words: Devotional Service

VCT explains:
— that detached work leads to realized knowledge of the soul

— When soul becomes self-realized he can gradually becomes
blessed with knowledge of the Lord

— can surrender to the Him

— Such surrender frees one from the material world
— Becomes eligible to attain Vaikuntha

— This progression is known as the “Yoga Ladder”




TEXT 52

When a person factually understands Krishna & his
relationship with Krishna, he naturally becomes indifferent
to the rituals of fruitive activities.

Read purport — Madhavemdra Puri

If one does not understand the purpose of the Vedas is to
reach Krishna, is wasting time.

The Karma-kanda section of the Vedas Is compared in this
verse to a dense forest of material illusion.

Krishna tells Arjuna that by fighting with Buddhi, he will
achieve fixed intelligence and become indifferent to
happiness and distress.



TEXT 53

Full samadhi means realization of all three features of the
Supreme : Brahman, Paramatma and Bhagavan

Desires to perform the prescribed Vedic Duties - this sacrifice
— that ritual — must no longer disturb the candidate
attempting attempting to attain samadhi.

But will a devotee who neglects Vedic verses be lacking
Instruction?

ANSWER: Refer to Prabhupada’s purport “In Krishna
Consciousness. ..spiritual master.”



TEXT 54 [A]
As there are symtoms for each and every man, in terms of
his particular situation, similarly one who is Krishna
conscious has his particular nature — talking, walking,
thinking, feeling etc.

Speech is the most important quality in any man.

The immediate symptom of a Krishna conscious man is that
he speaks only of krishna and of matters relating to him.

“Sthita-prajna” — One In divine consciousness. Arjuna

therefore asks : “ What are his symptoms? How does he sit?
How does he walk?”

VCT: Explains that Arjuna’s first question asks: “How
IS one transcendently situated. What is his
characteristics?” Krishna answers the first question in
the next verse.



TEXT 54 [B]

 Although these questions seem to deal only with such a
persons external behaviour, VCT reveals each questions
Internal meaning.



TEXT 55

» The sthita prajna reveals his position by having no material
affection. He Is detached from both happiness and misery.

Rather, he is fully satisfied fixing his consciousness on the
self.

 One has to engage himself in Krishna consciousness
without hesitation, for this devotional service will instantly
help one onto the platform of transcendental consciousness.




TEXT 56-57 [A]

Krishna answers Arjuna’s second question 1n texts 56-57.

This question means : *“ How are his intelligence and words
affected by another's affection, anger or neutrality.” In other
words : How does he respond?

The sthita-dhir muni is always in Krishna Consciousness,
for he has exhausted all his business of creative speculation,
and has come to the conclusion that Lord Krishna is
everything (Bg. 7.19)

Such a fully Krishna Conscious person is not disturbed by
the threefold miseries:

— Miseries he accepts as mercy of the Lord (minimized)

— Happiness only due to Lord’s grace

— Attachment means accepting things for sense gratification

— Detachment is the absence of sensual attachement

— One fixed in Krishna Consciouness has neither attachment not
detachment



TEXT 56-57 [B]

A Krishna conscious person is always steady in his
determination whether successful or not.

One who Is fixed in Krishna consciousness Is not affected
by good or evil

He is simply concerned with Krishna, who is all good
absolute.

Such consciousness situates one Iin samadhl.

These symptoms describe a Krishna conscious person (a
personalist ), but may also describe one who is liberated but
not Krishna conscious. (An impersonalist)

The impersonalists on the Brahman platform may be neutral
In relation to the material world while having no positive
engagements In Krishna consciousness.



TEXT 58

“How does he sit ?”” means : “How does he not engage his
senses?” What 1s his mentality when his senses are
restrained from their objects. Krishna answers this question
In this verse and the next.

Yogi, devotee, or self-realized soul is able to control his
senses according to his plan.

Senses are compared to venomous serpents. The devotee
must be strong to control the serpents — Analogy : Snake
charmer.

Rules and regulations have to be followed for restricting
sense enjoyment.

Analogy of the tortoise.



TEXT 59

« A transcendentalist's renunciation i1s not difficult because he
has a higher taste.

 Krishna herein indicates that this is especially true of
Vaishnava. By engaging their senses 1n Krishna’s service,
devotees naturally and fully withdraw them from matter,
especially after experiencing Krishna’s beauty.

 In texts 60-63, Krishna explains the danger of Arjuna’s
plan to renounce work and go to the forest to “gain
knowledge” and avoid sinful reaction.



TEXT60

 Transcendentalists fall victim to material sense enjoyment,
due to their agitated mind. EX. Visvamitra.

 Without engaging the mind in Krishna, one cannot cease
such engagements. Example: Yamunacharya.

e Krishna is telling Arjuna, “Do not give up work. Do not
become a jnani, a man who simply discriminates between
matter and spirit. Perform your duty in buddhi-yoga.

 Krishna is showing Arjuna the defect of jnana in order to
propose the superiority of bhakti-yoga



TEXT61[A]

« Durvasa muni out of pride unnecessarily became
angry an could not check his senses. Ambarisa

tolerated the sages injustices and emerged
victorious - Why:



MIND Fixed on Lotus feet

WORDS Describing abode of Lord

HANDS Cleansing temple

EARS Hearing the pastimes

EYES Seeing the form

BODY Touching the devotee

NOSTRILS Smelling the flavour of flowers offered to the
lotus feet of the Lord

TONGUE | Tasting Tulasi leaves

LEGS Traveling to holy places

| =VA\D) Offering obeisances

DESIRES | In fulfilling the desires of the Lord




TEXT61[B]

« All the qualifications mentioned in the previous table made
him fit to become a “mat para” devotee.
* “mat para’means “in relationship with Me”. Thus Krishna ,

directly referring to Himself for the first time as the object
of devotion, stresses bhakti.

Refer to verse: “and fixes his consciousness upon Me ”
“pratishihita” means fixed.

 The first part of the verse refers to a sadhaka — one who Is

practicing. The second half is about someone in perfection
— siddha.

 One who has succeeded in both 1s “known as a man of
steady intelligence”.

« BUT what if, when trying to reach this stage, one fixes his

senses on an object of enjoyment and views It separate from
Krishna.




TEXT62-63 The Process of Spiritual Falldown

By contemplating the
objects of the senses Thinli S PR
(Goattivaty G r <—m Thinking Stage
negatively)

one develops o = -3
attachment for them "—Lu Feeling Stage
[
Willing and doing

which leads to lust

— S

Unsatisfied lust results
in anger

then delusion

then bewilderment
of memory

then loss of intelligence

and then one falls down
into gross material
existence




TEXT62-63

» Demigods are subjected to influence of sense
objects.

 Lord Siva was In meditation, was agitated by Parvati for
sense pleasure and he agreed.

COMPARED TO:

« Haridas Thakura allured by Maya-devi. Easily passed the
test because of unalloyed devotion to Lord Krishna.

* One who is not in Krishna Consciousness, controlling the
senses by artificial repression, is sure to fail, for the
slightest thought of sense pleasure will agitate him to
gratify his senses.




TEXT 64

» Krishna answers Arjuna’s last question: “How does he
walk.” The purport of this question is: “How does a man
in transcendence engage in his senses?”

« A devotee Is transcendental to attachment and
detachment.

 If Krishna wants, the devotee can do anything which is
ordinarily undesirable,

AND

 If Krishna does not want, he shall not do that which he
would have ordinarily do for his own satisfaction.

 To act or not to act I1s within his control because he acts
under the direction Krishna



TEXT 64

This consciousness Is causeless mercy of the Lord, which
the devotee can achieve inspite of being attached to the
sensual platform.

“prasadam” — The mercy of the Lord. This indicates a
personal process. One cannot pray to the impersonal
Brahman to get mercy.

Neither the Supersoul, which is simply dispensing
justice.

So who iIs going to be merciful?

Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.



TEXT 65

« “prasade” — Indicates a personal goal

« Without Bhakti regardless of what processes or what one
does, no one Is satisfied, as we see In the example of
VWasadeva: (Bhag. 1.4.28-31)



TEXT 66

* The contrast between this verse and Text 65 (previous
verse) strengthens Krishna’s argument. If the mind and
Intelligence deviate from meditation on Krishna, there
can be no question of happiness.

 Deviating from thoughts of Krishna and contemplating
on the sense objects results in desires for material
enjoyment.

» Peace formula — Bg. 5.29

e If oneis not Iin Krishna Consciousness there cannot be a
final goal for the mind.

 Disturbance is due to want of an ultimate goal, that Is:
KRISHNA



TEXT 67

« Even one of the senses engaged in sense gratification
can deviate the devotee from the path of transcendental
advancement.




TEXT 68

* Only by Krishna consciousness is one really established
In intelligence.

* One who has understood this and practices this art
under the guidance of a bonafide spiritual master, Is
suitable candidate for liberation.

 VCT says that “maha-baho” implies : ¢ Just as you
subdue your enemies, O mighty-armed one, in the same
way you should subdue your mind.



TEXT 69

Introspective sage Materialist
Self Realization Sense gratification
Activities are night for Remain asleep due to

persons materially absorbed |ignorance

Remain alert at “night” of the | Dreams of varieties of

materialistic man sense pleasure
Indifferent to happiness & Feels happiness and distress
distress In sleeping condition

Daytime — it is light in his Night — It is like hell
life




TEXT 70
« Krishna now gives an example to illustrate the sthita-
prajna’s nature.

* Analogy of the ocean — Not disturbed by being filled
with water.

« A devotee In not devotee Is not disturbed by such desires
because of his fullness.

« What if the proof of a Krishna Conscious man?

* One who has lost all inclinations for material sense
gratification although the desires are present.

* Those you are not peaceful:
— Jnanis
— Yogis
— Fruitive workers



TEXT 71[A]

 Definition of desire:
— Not to desire anything for sense gratification

 \What iIs desirelessness ?

* The desire to become Krishna conscious.
» The perfect stage of Krishna consciousness:

— Eternal servitor of Krishna
— Not this body
— False proprietorship

» Everything must be used for the satisfaction of Krishna.

« Arjuna had no desire to fight, but for Krishna he fought
to the best of his ability.

 Real desirelessness Is desire for satisfaction of Krishna.

« The living entity cannot abolish desires but has to
chanae the quality of his desires.



TEXT 71[B]

« Maharaj Priyavrata is an excellent example of a person

described in this verse. Although he behaved as a pious
out worldly king, he was internally renounced and
peaceful because his mind was fixed on the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

e This verse ends Krishna’s answer to the question “How
does he walk?”



TEXT 72[A]

« One can attain Krishna consciousness within a second
or after millions of births.

« Maharaj Kathvanga attained this state just a few
minutes before death, by surrendering to Krishna.

 Is there a difference between Kingdom of God and
devotional service?

 NO. Why?

« Both are on the absolute plane. To be engaged in the
transcendental service of the Lord is to have attained
the spiritual Kingdom.

« Attainment of Krishna Consciousness even during this
life Is Immediate attainment of Brahman, and one who
IS situated in Krishna consciousness has already entered
into the Kingdom of God (see “Brahma nirvana” ).




TEXT 72]|B]
« BRAHMA NIRVANA:
« Some people may think it merging into Brahman.

 Jiva Goswami explains in his Sandharbas that Krishna

Is also Brahman. It is not only that the Brahmajoyti is
Brahman.

* Whenever you see the word Brahman this may indicate
Krishna. You have to look at the context.

 If it describes Brahman as being impersonal and
undifferentiated, then it will be impersonal.

o [f it says the Brahman is personal and has activities,
then this is referring to Krishna.



